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Be Glad Your Nose Is On Your Face 

by Jack Prelutzky 

 

Be glad your nose is on your face, 

not pasted on some other place, 

for if it were where it is not, 

you might dislike your nose a lot. 

Imagine if your precious nose 

were sandwiched in between your toes, 

that clearly would not be a treat, 

for you'd be forced to smell your feet. 

Your nose would be a source of dread 

were it attached atop your head, 

it soon would drive you to despair, 

forever tickled by your hair. 

Within your ear, your nose would be 

an absolute catastrophe, 

for when you were obliged to sneeze, 

your brain would rattle from the breeze. 

Your nose, instead, through thick and thin, 

remains between your eyes and chin, 

not pasted on some other place-- 

be glad your nose is on your face! 
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The ground is full of seeds that cannot rise into seedlings; 

    the seedlings rob one another of air, light and water, the 

    strongest robber winning the day, and extinguishing his 

    competitors. Year after year, the wild animals with which 

   man never interferes are, on the average, neither more nor 

    less numerous than they were; and yet we know that the 

    annual produce of every pair is from one to perhaps a 

    million young; so that it is mathematically certain that, 

    on the average, as many are killed by natural causes as 

   are born every year, and those only escape which happen 

    to be a little better fitted to resist destruction than 

    those which die. The individuals of a species are like 

    the crew of a foundered ship, and none but good swimmers 

    have a chance of reaching the land. 
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 In today’s idea-driven economy, the cost of time is what really matters. With the constant 

pressure to innovate, it makes little sense to waste countless collective hours commuting. So, the most 

efficient and productive regions are those in which people are thinking and working—not sitting in traffic. 

 The auto-dependent transportation system has reached its limit in most major cities and 

megaregions. Commuting by car is among the least efficient of all our activities—not to mention among 

the least enjoyable, according to detailed research by the Nobel Prize–winning economist Daniel 

Kahneman and his colleagues. Though one might think that the economic crisis beginning in 2007 would 

have reduced traffic (high unemployment means fewer workers traveling to and from work), the opposite 

has been true. Average commutes have lengthened, and congestion has gotten worse, if anything. The 

average commute rose in 2008 to 25.5 minutes, “erasing years of decreases to stand at the level of 2000, 

as people had to leave home earlier in the morning to pick up friends for their ride to work or to catch a 

bus or subway train,” according to the U.S. Census Bureau, which collects the figures. And those are 

average figures. Commutes are far longer in the big West Coast cities of Los Angeles and San Francisco 

and the East Coast cities of New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Washington, D.C. In many of these 

cities, gridlock has become the norm, not just at rush hour but all day, every day. 

 The costs are astounding. In Los Angeles, congestion eats up more than 485 million working 

hours a year; that’s seventy hours, or nearly two weeks, of full-time work per commuter. In D.C., the time 

cost of congestion is sixty-two hours per worker per year. In New York it’s forty-four hours. Average it 

out, and the time cost across America’s thirteen biggest city-regions is fifty-one hours per worker per 

year. Across the country, commuting wastes 4.2 billion hours of work time annually—nearly a full 

workweek for every commuter. The overall cost to the U.S. economy is nearly $90 billion when lost 

productivity and wasted fuel are taken into account. At the Martin Prosperity Institute, we calculate that 

every minute shaved off America’s commuting time is worth $19.5 billion in value added to 

the economy. The numbers add up fast: five minutes is worth $97.7 billion; ten minutes, $195 billion; 

fifteen minutes, $292 billion. 

 It’s ironic that so many people still believe the main remedy for traffic congestion is to build more 

roads and highways, which of course only makes the problem worse. New roads generate higher levels of 

“induced traffic,” that is, new roads just invite drivers to drive more and lure people who take mass transit 

back to their cars. Eventually, we end up with more clogged roads rather than a long-term improvement in 

traffic flow. 

The coming decades will likely see more intense clustering of jobs, innovation, and productivity in a 

smaller number of bigger cities and city-regions. Some regions could end up bloated beyond the capacity 

of their infrastructure, while others struggle, their promise stymied by inadequate human or other 

resources. 
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Ang Higanteng Tren 

 

Tila ahas na nagmula 

sa himpilang kanyang lungga, 

ang galamay at palikpik, pawang bakal, tanso, tingga, 

ang kaliskis, lapitan mo't mga bukas na bintana! 

 

Ang riles na lalakatay 

nakabalatay sa daan, 

umaaso ang bunganga at maingay na maingay 

sa Tutuban magmumula't patutungo sa Dagupan! 

 

O kung gabi't masalubong 

ang mata ay nag-aapoy 

ang silbato sa malayo'y dinig mo pang sumisipol 

at hila-hila ang kanyang kabit-kabit namang bagon. 

 

Walang pagod ang makina, 

may baras na nasa rueda, 

sumisigaw, sumisibad, humuhuni ang pitada, 

tumetelenteng ang kanyang kampanilya sa tuwina. 

 

"Kailan ka magbabalik?" 

"Hanggang sa hapon ng Martes," 

at tinangay na ng tren, ang naglakbay na pag-ibig, 

sa bentanilya'y may panyo't may naiwang nananangis! 

http://www.upcatreview.com/


 

                 

 

 

 

 

http://www.upcatreview.com/


 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.upcatreview.com/


 

                 

 

 

 

http://www.upcatreview.com/


 

                 

 

 

 

 

http://www.upcatreview.com/


 

                 

 

 

 

http://www.upcatreview.com/


 

                 

 

 

 

 

http://www.upcatreview.com/


 

                 

http://www.upcatreview.com/

